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.U-2 Pilot Francis Gary Powers faced a
difficult navigation problem on a muddy
\.\iroul at bis father’s farm near Pound, Va.

United Pre&-ltnurnlt!oad
Sunday. Powers pitched In to help free

a reporter’s car from the mud when the
man arrivod to interview him.

y

Russianl were uid not to show:
the wreckage of his’ plane.
“But the plane I saw in Mos .
cow was the U-2" he maid.

Powers said both wing 8nd
tall sections were intact, ™. |

He sald today's welgome}

imade up for his ordeal, and:

added, “I hope people reallzc;
I'm a normal man wbo has
done a job."

Powers said he never knew
Cel. Rudolf Abel was {nvolved
in his release untll he*was
turned over to American au-
thorities.

“l am a pilot, not a speaker,”"
Powers told the crowd with a
grin.

Powers was brouzht to Big
Stone Gap in a motorcade of
about ‘a_dozen cars from his
parents’ home at Pound, a
small mountain town about
30 miles away.

Powers said he plan'ncd to
stay in Wise County. 'a few

‘days longer. Later, he said, he
and his wife will retum to
Pound for more visits,

Barbara Powers, the pilot's
wife was in Milledgeville, Ga..
where she has been with her
family.

“She wanted to Ro home.
and 1 needed some time with
my parents.” Powers said.

He said earlier he still i
empioved by the Government
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